
Minutes of Meeting of July 31, 2010

San Diego Chapter of PNHP-California

The meeting was held at 10 am, Saturday morning.  Attendance was limited to Wei Li Chang, Sonya Hintz, Sunny Smith, and myself.  Sunny has been regrettably delayed by PNHP in learning how to send messages out to the PNHP list in San Diego.

1.
We discussed the letter authored by Dennis Kucinich (& Conyers & Sanders) in celebration of the 45th anniversary of Medicare.  He pointed out that the need for a single payer system was only increased with the passage of the Obama compromise health  legislation.  A singularly good comment on the debate:  “The truth is not enough.”  

He pointed out that waivers have been passed by both the Senate and House allowing moneys to go to States that adopt “Medicare-for-All” types of programs.  The current deadline of 2017 for that to happen can be adjusted more readily than a lot of other Congressional actions.  This should give us renewed vigor in supporting SB 810, the California single payer plan.

2.
The LA chapter has been working well, with an attendance averaging 10 for most meetings.  Sunny spoke to Hilary.  With larger meetings, there must be an educational component of the agenda.

3.
Four members of the San Diego group went to the summer conference of PNHP -California, a good showing.  The morning sessions were full of information, though the afternoon ones were somewhat uneven.  The PNHP-CA website will soon have material from the conference.


Sue Walton (?sp) discussed how the PPACA won’t work for most people, but pointed out that it will move us all in the direction of single payer as the obvious alternative.


Looking ahead, even if single payer is passed, there will be legal challenges and probably an initiative on the ballot to undo it.  A vote by the public must be prepared for.  Legislators need to be contacted.  We need to work on our legislative contacts.

4.
We discussed the Tea Party Rally of National Doctors, sponsored (!) by the American Association of Physicians and Surgeons.  It will be at noon on Saturday, August 7th, at Harbor Island, Spanish Landing East.  I quoted letters from Zoltan Lucas and Goeff Gordon on the question of whether we should respond.  In view of the considerable publicity likely to surround this rally, it is worth making an appearance and taking a stand for single player.   The flyer announces that physicians are opposed to it, which may be true, but most are holding their collective breath waiting to see what develops.  We will go with a simple message, that we agree with many of their criticisms of the financing of the bill and its fiscal implications, but we have an alternative, which they do not  (We don’t consider simply going back to where we were as an alternative!), namely, Medicare for All, the single payer plan.


Those who plan to attend should be there at 11-11:30 am to form up and share signs and information material.  We will contact Bill Keen asking for materials.


The document says the following:

Why do doctors oppose ObamaCare?
ObamaCare requires most Americans to buy government-approved insurance starting in 2014, or face stiff penalties. Forcing patients to buy insurance that may not even cover the care they need is wrong for patients, physicians, and our nation, and is unconstitutional. If this health care bill remains law, then it will:
· Subject physicians to the greater control of insurance company oversight
· Deter innovation by physicians because insurance companies won't allow it
· Impoverish patients by forcing them to pay for expensive insurance they may not use
· Enrich insurance companies at the expense of patients and physicians
· Eliminate the growing market of self-paying patients
· Bankrupt government programs and potentially lead to a government takeover
.  Cause many physicians to stop practicing, leading to shortages and long waiting lines

We can agree with several of these points but show our superior alternative.  Note that self-paying patients, either because of bankruptcy or use of concierge medicine, will not be affected.  Bankruptcy of government programs and a government takeover is what we want, of course!
5.
I reported on Paul Hochfeld’s attempts to get venues for Mad-as-Hell Doctors, and Zoltan’s unsuccessful efforts with local hospitals.  Thoughts about having him appear before our medical students.
6.
The Medical Students at UCSD are having an Activity Fair on September 9th.  We should have a table and provide information.  AMSA will be present, the AMA has a separate table, offering free CMA membership to the students.  We need an outline of SB 810, listing its features.  There’s an interesting history of the bill on the PNHP–California website, but no document showing what’s in it.

7.
We talked a bit about the undergraduate AMSA group as another audience.

8.
We have done nothing about legislative contacts.  We have done nothing about increasing our numbers, partly because of delays in setting up our membership secretary.  We have done nothing about increasing coalition with non-MD groups.  We have not set up a speakers and writers bureau yet.  So there are several jobs for you volunteers!

We adjourned at about 11:30 am, with thoughts about all we have to do on our minds.

See you on September 4th, but let’s use email to communicate before then!

Respectfully submitted,

Paul J Friedman (MD)

8/1/10

